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Weekend Getaway Brian E. Clark
Minocqua quieter
but cool in winter

n the summer, the pop-

ulation of Minocqua

mushrooms to 60,000
souls who travel north to
fish, swim, canoe, water-ski
and pursue other warm-
weather activities,

Come winter, however,
the number of people in and
around Minocqua stays
closer to 5,000 — the num-
ber of permanent residents
in this North Woods town.
Which means you should be
able to have the myriad
lakes to yourself for ice
fishing, cross-country ski-
ing, skating and snowshoe-
Ing.

It can be busier on the
snowmobile trails, however.
But the sledders can spread
out on nearly 1,600 miles of
groomed trails in Oneida
and Vilas counties.

The town also hosts a
plethora of winter activ-
ities, like the Feb. 4 Loop
Around (1,360-acre) Lake
Minocqua, a five-kilometer
candlelight outing via Nor-
dic skis, snowshoes and
hiking boots for all ages
and abilities.

And when you want to
come in from the cold, the
area has plenty of supper
clubs for dining and pleas-
ant lodges — many stay
open through the winter —
for simply relaxing in front
of a fireplace.

Things to do

The Minocqua Winter
Park and Nordic Center,
12375 Scotchman Lake Road,
has more than 75 kilometers
of groomed track for cross-
country skiers. It also has a
tubing hill, snowshoeing
terrain and a pond for ice
skating in the fresh air. See
minocquawinterpark.org.

Other spots for ice skat-
ing include the Lakeland
Hawks Ice Arena, 7961 High-
way 51 8., lakelandare-
na.org, Torpy Park, bit.ly/
wg0398, a lighted outdoor
public ice rink near down-
town Minocqua; and Brandy
Park, another lighted out-

door public ice rink, 326
Lemma Creek Road, Wood-
ruff. :
Snowmobilers can check
with the Forest Riders
Snowmobile Club,

- minocquaforestriders.org,

about riding on its 190 miles
of groomed trails that ex-
tend to the Willow Flowage
and Price County.

The Cross Country Cruis- |
ers Snowmobile Club, snow

groomed trails in and out of
Arbor Vitae, Woodruff and
Minocqua. And the New-
Tom Sno-Fleas Snowmobile
Club of Lake Tomahawk,
new-tomsnofieas.com, has
more than 120 miles of
trails.

Most people think about biking in the Minocqua area in the warmer
months, but some intrepid riders take their wheels out in the snow.

If you'd like to cut a hole ~ [*="2=

through the ice and angle
for panfish or walleye on
one of the area’s abundant
lakes, contact Kurts Island
Sport & Guide Service,
bit.ly/z2sr1A, for live bait,
tackle, shanties, augers and
ice fishing guide services;
or Anglers Choice Guide
Service, Presque Isle,
..qwa:gu ndrew.com/icefishing
html.

Places to stay
The Waters of Minocqua,

popular with families be-
cause it is a resort with an
indoor waterpark.

The Pointe Resort & Club,
8257 Highway 51 S., pointe
minocqua.com, is on the
shores of Lake Minocqua
and offers lakeside condos
that sleep four or six. It also
has snowmobile accommo-
dations, plus a recreation

center with an indoor swim-

ming pool, whirlpool, sauna
and weight room.

Sills Lakeshore Bed &
Breakfast Resort, 130 Lake-
shore Drive, sillslakeshore

.com, is on Lake Minocqua, . :

just steps from downtown
or the Bearskin Trail,

The Fence Lake Cottage,
Sfencelakecottage.com, 1716

The Lakeland Loppet is among the oldest ski races in the state, The
37th annual event will be March 3 at Minocqua Winter Park.

Thunderbird Lane, is a .com, produces seven kinds

three-bedroom dwelling that of ales and lagers. The bre-

sleeps six. wery's restaurant offers an
The Inn at Lindwood, 8377 assortment of appetizers,

Schroeder Road, lindwoodk  sandwiches, soups and sal-

(@aol.com, is a cozy home
on Ink Pot Lake. It's three
miles from Minocqua Win-
ter Park and is in the mid-
dle of many snowmobile
trails.

Bay View Inn on Lake
Minocqua, 8555 Highway 51
N., bayviewminocqua.com, is
a close walk to downtown.
For other lodging options,

ads with a gourmet twist.

T. Murtaugh’s Pub, 500
Oneida St., is a-Minoequa
tradition, serving deli-style,
grilled sandwiches and
drinks in a relaxed atmos-
phere.

The Norwood Pines Sup-
per Club, 10171 Highway 70
W., norwoodpines.com, offers
Northwoods elegance in a

see bit.ly/yhmDzD. relaxed setting.
Otto’s Beer & Brat Gar-
Places to dine den, 509 Oneida St., is a

Polecat & Lace Restaurant
& Saloon, 427 Oneida St.,
Dpolecatandlace.com, serves a
full menu beginning at 11

European-style pub with
Sheboygan brats, 80 beers
on tap and live music.

For other dining options,

a.m. daily. Closed Sunday. see bit.ly/xct249.
The Rusty m..u#nn. 10080 U .

There are plenty of trails to cross-country ski on in the Northern
Highland-American Legion State Forest and surrounding areas.

_m__omu & Minocqua Brewing

Jan. 22: Winter Festival at
the Lake Tomahawk Snow-
shoe Park with food, bever-
ages and rides on a horse-
drawn wagon.

Jan. 25: Snowshoe wﬁum.
house Lake Trail, North
Lakeland UGS&J. Center.

Jan. 27-29: Girls Gone
Wild Snowmobile Ride.

Feb. 3-4: Wolf Track Ren-
dezvous Ski Marathon,
Minocqua Winter Park.

Feb. 4: Loop Around the
Lake 5K by candlelight,
including entertainment
and food.

Champs, sponsored by the
Snowmobile Hall of Fame
and Museum. St. Germain.

Feb. 18-19: Sani-sport of
Wisconsin Lakeland Hawks
Youth Pond Hockey Cham-
pionships, Lake Minocqua.

March 3: Lakeland Loppet
Ski Races, Minocqua Winter
Park.

March 10: Porcupine den
tour, North Lakeland Dis-
covery Center.

. g.ﬂ. there

Minocqua is 275 miles

' north of Milwaukee via 1-94

and Highway 51

‘More info

Contact the Minocqua
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